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CHARACTERISTICS O F  T H E  WEATEER FOR FEBRUARY, 1891. 

The mouth was warmer tliau the average Febrnnrg east ot 
a line traced from Lake Su1)erior t80 west Texas; to the west- 
w h i l  of this line the month was colder thau iisn:il. The grent- 
est departnre above the average temperatiire occiirred from 
the lower lake regiou to tlie North Carolina, coast, where it 
exceeded 5O, ant1 the uiost marked departure below the nrer;ige 
temperat8nre was noted on fhe iiort8henst slope of the Rocky 
Mountains, where i t  wws 11ii)rr than loo. At Jacksonville, 
Fh , ,  the month mas the wixrmest, i tnd at Valeiitiue, Nebr., ;iutl 
Sau Ciirlos, Ariz., it was tlie coldest Febriiary 011 recortl. The 
highest zuaxiwiiui tezuperatnre relmrted by i i  regular station 
of the Signal Service miis 9To, a t  Rio Graude City, Tes., ; i i i i l  I J ~  
a voliiiitary observer, 9O0, a t  Fort Ringgold, Tes. At a nuui1)er 
ofstatious in the soiitli Atlnutic and Gulf states, iind :it Iiro- 
kuk, Iowa, nud Escauaba, Mich., the ui:isi~uu~u tenrperature 
was as  high or higher thau 1)revioiisly re1)ortecl for Febrniirg. 
The lowest niiuimnni ternperntnre reported liy n regular htix- 

tiou of the Sigual Service w:ts -3G0, a t  Fort, Cnstcr, Moiit., 
aud by coliintwry observers, -4G0, a t  Breckeuridge and Oiin- 
nisou, Colo. A t  Fort  Stauton nnd Snutn  FQ., N. Ales., agcl 
Sau Diego, Cal., the rniiiiiuutu temperature WNS the lowest 
ever reported for February. The cold weather oftl ie 9GtIi aud 
37th iu the Gulf aud soiith Atlaiit8ic states iiijured early fruit 
and vegetables. 

More thau double the usual amouut of precipitatiou fell 011 
the middle and south Pacific coasts and over the soutlieru 
plateau regiou; in tlie Missouri Valley, the Ohio Valley aud 
Tennessee, the lower lake regiou, autl t h e  midclle Atlautic 
states the illouthlyprecipitatiou was about one-hulf greater, aud 
owr  the northern plateau, ou the northeast slope of the Rocky 
Mountains, in t8he upper lake regiou, and iii New Euglund i L  
was about one-fourth greater th:rn the Febrnar~- average. I u  
the lower Rio Grande valley, i)u the midtlle-emtrru slol'e of the 
Rocky Mouutaius, aud at, Key West, Fla., less than oue-half the 
usual amouut, of precipitation fell, and iu the west Gulf anti 
south Atlnutic states and ou the sonthenst slope of the Rocky 
Mooutaius oue-half to three-fourths of' the arerage auioiiiit for 
February was reported. Iu southeast, Massnchnsetts, a t  AI - 
banj, N. Y., aud a t  stations iu North Cnroliua, Georgia, Ten- 
nessee, Louisiana, Miunesota, Sont8h Dakota, New Mexico, 

Arizouii, Montaua, ColoIado, and Oregon the mouthly precipi- 
t;itioii was the heaviest, arid in uort'heast Florida,, and a t  kta- 
tioris i n  Arkansas, Texas, Indian Territory, and northwest 
Wasliiiigtoii it was the least ever reported for February. 
S,nowfall of inore thau 100 iuches was reported at  Rico, Colo., 
and Alt:i, Utnli; more than f0rty illCheS fell a t  stntious in 
central New York, soutli-central aucl north central Oregon, and 
extreme nortliaest WyoIiling, and more thau thirty inches fell 
i u  uorthenst Nevada, iiorth-ceutrnl New Mexico, central Wis- 
consiu, ant1  soatli Vermont. The heavy i*iii~f:~ll in Louisiana, 

e, aut1 the east Gul f stiltes caused serious interruption 
to tlrrni work. The general and heavy rains ot' the midtlle of 
the mouth ill C'nlifi)ruia ended :t serious nud loug.coutiune(1 
tlronglit in that region. 

Destructive floods occnrred in Arizona, California, and along 
the Ohio Rirer  and tributaries. Owing to heavy raius the 
Gila and Colorado rivers nut1 tributaries began to rise on t,he 
15th, the rise lwc*hing Ynzu;!, Ariz., on the 19th. The night 
of the zlst the water was wthiu f'oor feet  of the top of the 
lever Imilt on bhe south side of the toau  to protect it from the 
overflow of the baclrwater of the Gila Rirer. The evening of 
the ?!St1 the levee broke aucl by 9 1). m. one-half of tlie town 
was i n  rnins. On the %th, at  Y 1). m., the mater was above 
the scale on t81ie gauge a t  YIIINL, and the embankment, which 
Iiml beeu repaired, ;]gain gave way. 011 the 35th t h e  water 
renchecl 33.3 feet a t  Yuma, 4 feet' 8 iuches higher thau ever be- 
fore recorded at that  place, and i t  was probably about .i inches 
higher dnriug the uight. The loss of private property iu Ynma 
by the flood wras estimated a t  over $300,000. No trains had 
arrived or departed from the 23d to the close o f  the mouth. 
The destructiou bg flood was also very great throughout Ari- 
zouu and southern California, mcl freshets occiiried in the 
Sacrameuto Valley. 

On the 1st the Ohio Rirer  was risiug rapidly a t  Cincinnati, 
Ohio, autl 011 the G t l i  reached 47.9 feet', 8.9 feet above the dan- 
ger-line, and tlieii commenced to fall. Ou the 13th  ancl 16th 
the river again passed the daiiger-liue at Cincinnati. On the 
17th the rivers passed the dauger-liue a t  Pittsburgh, and at 
11 1). ui. the Mouong~hela Rirer stood a t  39.9 feet, 7.9 feet 
nlwve the dnuger-liue. Portious of Allegheuy City were 
flooded and t8ravel ou the street railroad between Pittsburgh 


